
Attachment C: Types of Complex and Extended Reach Wells 
Source: K&M Technology Group, Drilling Design and Implementation for Extended Reach and Complex Wells – 3rd 
Edition, 2003. 
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Characteristics of Very Shallow and Very Long ERD Wells 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well Profile Options for ERD Wells 

TWO BASIC TYPES OF ER WELLS
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Very Shallow ER wells:
Must overcome buckling and drag, 
whilst dealing with low ECD limits and 
unconsolidated formations 
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Very Long ER wells:
Must overcome large forces and 
pressures, often challenging rig limits
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Examples of Complex Designer Wells 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


